Mary Albert Sparrow
January 22, 1938 - February 13, 2018

Mary Albert Sparrow passed away on Tuesday, February 13, 2018. Always kind-hearted
and giving, her outlook on life was positive and optimistic. She was born on January 22,
1938 in Dallas to Warren Albert and Albertine Oxley Albert. She had a happy childhood in
Dallas, growing up in Highland Park where she graduated in 1955.
After marrying her high school sweetheart, she remained in Dallas, where her first two
children were born. In 1962, Mary moved to Canada and spent ten years there, where she
had her third and fourth child. The family then moved to Colorado for seven years before
moving back to her native Texas and spent the last 22 years living in Tyler.
Mary had many interests and hobbies, including the love of cooking for her family. She
was an avid collector of cookbooks and eventually created her own, with her favorite
recipes, titled, “Life is Short – Eat Dessert First.” She was proud to have been recognized
in several publications. She later used her expertise as a house mother for the Pi Phi
Sorority at SMU, where she was responsible for meal planning. Fashion was also a
lifelong passion which culminated in her opening two retail shops of her own in
Fredericksburg, TX. She enjoyed the social interaction with her customers as much as
selling the clothing.
Mary loved watching movies and all things “Hollywood” and dreamt of being a “movie star”
when she was a young girl. This became a reality when she was cast as an extra in
several movies and then later performed in community theatre.
In her retirement, Mary enjoyed planning vacations and travelling with her family. Cruising
was her favorite mode of travel, as she loved being on the water and seeing new places.
At last count, she had been on over fifty cruises.
Mary was active in her church wherever she lived, as well as her involvement with P.E.O.
In Tyler, she was a member of First Presbyterian Church and active in the Women’s Circle
One Club.
Mary is survived by her loving husband, Robert Sparrow and her children, Elaine Nantz
and husband Mike of Lexington, KY, Rick McDonald and wife Mary Jane of Fernwood,
MS, John McDonald and wife Deedee of Sugarland, and Laura Moon and husband Dave
of Yangon, Myanmar. She is also survived by one sister, Barbara Savard of Corydon, IN;
one brother, Mike Albert of Frisco, TX and ten grandchildren.

Services for Mary will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 17, 2018 in the chapel
at the First Presbyterian Church in Tyler.
Memorials may be made in her honor to First Presbyterian Church, 230 W. Rusk St., Tyler,
TX 75701.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Stewart Family Funeral Home - February 16, 2018 at 04:54 PM

“

Loretta Martinez lit a candle in memory of Mary Albert Sparrow

Loretta martinez - April 17, 2018 at 01:07 PM

“

So glad to have shared a lot of years with a great mother in law and grandmother,
always caring and loving and always reaching out to us and her grandchildren. We
are thankful for the time we had together and will miss you dearly.
Love
Dave, Claire, Hayden Moon (from the other side of the world).

David Moon - February 17, 2018 at 11:47 PM

“

Ed and Louise Enochs purchased the Sacred Duty Spray for the family of Mary
Albert Sparrow.

Ed and Louise Enochs - February 16, 2018 at 04:45 PM

“

103 files added to the album LifeTributes

Stewart Family Funeral Home - February 16, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

Our love and prayers to you. Gayle and Linda Page purchased the Divine Peace
Bouquet for the family of Mary Albert Sparrow.

Our love and prayers to you. Gayle and Linda Page - February 16, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Mary Albert Sparrow.

February 15, 2018 at 06:22 PM

“

My deepest condolences to you all. My thoughts and prayers are with you.
~Kristy Ballard

Kristy Ballard - February 15, 2018 at 04:21 PM

“

Vicki and Donnie Landaiche purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Mary Florence Sparrow.

Vicki and Donnie Landaiche - February 15, 2018 at 11:15 AM

