Carol Ann Ellsworth

August 31, 1936 - February 7, 2026

Carol Ann Ellsworth, 89, passed away February 7, 2026 at Mother Francis
Hospital surrounded by family and friends.

Carol was born August 31, 1936 in Waupun Wisconsin to Clarence Rens and
Alice Bronkhorst Rens. She is preceded in death by her brother, Larry L. Rens
of Waupun and her parents and husband.

She remembered going to school with shortages during WWII, working as a
soda jerk in the town drugstore, and going to church services in Dutch in Alto,
Wisc. After attending school in Waupun she moved to Anchorage, Alaska
where she worked at the only department store, Northern Commercial, in
charge of ready to wear and the bridal department. She then moved to
Minneapolis, MN where she worked as the Bridal Coordinator, Fashion
Director and buyer for Donaldsons Dept. Store. In 1962, she moved to Dallas,
Texas where she met and married the love of her life, Frank Leslie “Les”
Ellsworth Il. They had three children, Les lll., Marcia, and Stephen. Les
married Susan Dill of Tyler, their children are Autumn, Allyson and Jonathan.
Autumn married Paul Ruark of Tyler, and they had Carol’'s 1st great
grandchild, Andrew. Allyson married Lane Marsh of Tyler. Marcia married
Steven Byrd of Dallas, their children are Cole, Savannah, Heath and Audrey.
Cole married Audrey Dukes of Tyler, Savannah married Hayden Long of
Guntersville, AL and had Carol’s 2nd great grandchild, Eliza. Stephen married



Rachel Rawlinson of Plano, their children are Carson and Tanner.

In the late 1970s, Carol was the Food Service Director for Pine Cove Christian
Camps in Tyler. In 1981, she and Les opened the original Potpourri House on
Front Street combining her passions for food, fashion and antiques. Les and
she handed the business down to their son Les lll, and today he runs the
store with his daughter Autumn, the 3rd generation. Carol served as the
visionary with Les for the business that has now been thriving in Tyler for
more than 45 years!

Carol loved the Lord and her family and friends. She will be greatly missed.

A small family gathering will be held at Rose Hill Cemetery officiated by Scott
Winn, a close family friend and pastor. Music will be provided by Paul Ruark.

A celebration of her life will be held on Saturday, March 21, 2026, from 3:00 to
5:00 p.m. at the Potpourri House for family and friends. It will also be officiated
by Scott Winn.

Carol supported many charities, so in lieu of flowers memorials may be made
to World Vision in her honor.



Previous Events

Service

FEB 14. 2:00 PM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703

(903) 581-2008

Celebration of Life

MAR 21. 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (CT)

The Potpourri House
3320 Troup Highway
Tyler, TX 75701

Come and Go



Tribute Wall

Loper Family purchased the Simply Elegant Spat
hiphyllum for the family of Carol Ann Ellsworth.

Loper Family - March 20 at 01:34 PM

Kurt Hunt lit a candle in memory of Carol Ann
Ellsworth

Kurt Hunt - February 13 at 10:47 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Carol Ann Ellsworth.

February 13 at 05:13 PM

Kelley Uzzell lit a candle in memory of Carol
Ann Ellsworth

Kelley Uzzell - February 13 at 08:37 AM
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Bobby and Karen Byrd and Family purchased the
Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Carol Ann Ellsworth.

Bobby and Karen Byrd and Family - February 11 at 07:50 PM

Bobby and Karen Byrd and Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Carol Ann Ellsworth.

Bobby and Karen Byrd and Family - February 11 at 07:50 PM
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