» ‘ Dixie Sue Clay

February 14, 1938 - June 5, 2017

Dixie Sue Clay of Tyler passed away June 5, 2017, at the age of 79. Visitation
will be held at Stewart Family Funeral Home in Tyler on Friday, June 9, from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Rev. Ron Bird will lead a private graveside service at Rose
Hill Cemetery on Saturday, followed by a celebration of her life and reception
at First Christian Church of Tyler at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Ginger Brandt
officiating under the direction of Stewart Family Funeral Home.

Dixie was born at St. Joseph Medical Center in Houston on February 14,
1938, the only child of Dick and Thelma Rhoades. Moving repeatedly with her
father’s war effort construction work in her early life, Dixie and her parents
came to live in Pampa, Texas, where she graduated from Pampa High School
in 1956. A talented artist, Dixie received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Art
from West Texas State University in Canyon in 1960. She worked as an
aerospace industry artist for General Dynamics in Fort Worth. In 1962 she
moved to Tyler to teach Art and English at Robert E. Lee High School. Her
first night in Tyler, her friend Anita Wedgeworth and Merwyn Pickle introduced
Dixie to Jerry Clay. A year later, Anita and Merwyn married followed two
weeks later by Dixie and Jerry’s wedding on August 3, 1963, in Canyon,
Texas. They made their home in Tyler where they raised two sons Kyle and
Richard.

Dixie’s is a vibrant and loving soul. She was entirely dedicated to her faith,
family, friends and Texas. With an ever-present smile Dixie involved herself in
her community. She was active with the Junior League of Tyler and the



American Association of University Women. Dixie participated in her children’s
parent-teacher associations, and Dixie and Jerry were in the group of parents
and teachers who started All Saints Episcopal School.

Dixie’s artistic drive never waned. Along with others, she designed and
created beautiful worship banners, and wrote and directed melodramas for
youth fundraisers at First Christian Church. As a licensed interior designer,
she operated Dixie Designs & Interiors. Her family and friends are blessed to
continue to enjoy her art in a variety of media.

Preceding her in death are her parents, Richard Robert Rhoades and Thelma
Alberta Jones Rhoades; husband, Jerry Harold Clay; and infant son, Corey.
Dixie leaves behind sons, Kyle and Richard, along with their wives, Anna and
Amy; grandchildren, Jacob Brown, Patrick Clay, Scarlett Clay and Sophia
Clay; and cousin Faye Bragg who was an “older sister” to Dixie. She will be
missed by her family and numerous friends.

Honorary Pallbearers are Tom Clay, Kelly Clay, David Henry, Lee Giriffith, Jay
Williams, Todd Lessert, Bo Hughes, Curtis Mooring, and Ron Schoenbrun.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Heart to Heart Hospice
Foundation who provided such compassionate care to Dixie. 7925 S.
Broadway Ave., Suite 1140, Tyler, TX 75703-5227 or www.htohhfoundation.or
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Cemetery Details

Rose Hill Cemetery

Tyler, TX

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 9. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703

(903) 581-2008

Mem. Service

JUN 10. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Christian Church
4202 S. Broadway
Tyler, TX



Tribute Wall

Dixie and | had promised each other to be at each of our
funerals...due to commitments in Pampa, and physical health, |
didn't make it. | am so sorry Dixie! We made this pact one day on
the phone, laughing and joking around. She will be missed. Johnnie
Lee Griffin

Johnnie Griffin - June 12, 2017 at 04:22 PM

My mother, Ernestine Sparks, loved this family. My sincere
condolences to her sons and their families on the passing of Mrs.
Dixie Clay. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Sparks, Taylor

903-593-0366

Dorothy Taylor - June 09, 2017 at 04:58 PM

It was good to read about Dixie's life after she left Pampa and Class of
'56. It sounds as if she bloomed and flourished. A life well lived.

Mary Ann Becker Tipton - June 10, 2017 at 03:56 PM

Dixie helped so much with her print shop in Lindale when the
Athens Genealogical Organization printed their first round of perfect
bound "Cemeteries of Henderson County" in 1996. Betty Hollowell,
Athens

Betty Hollowell - June 09, 2017 at 03:57 PM



Mary Stull purchased the Basket Full of Wishes
for the family of Dixie Sue Clay.

Mary Stull - June 08, 2017 at 08:13 PM


https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

