Etheldra Adams "Punkin"
Turner

June 7, 1932 - December 26, 2020

Etheldra Adams “Punkin” Turner passed away peacefully at her home
surrounded by family on December 26, 2020. She was born June 7, 1932, in
Shreveport, La. to the late George Samuel Adams and Margaret Deloach
Adams of Henderson, Texas.

She grew up in Turnertown, Texas and attended Gaston Schools where she
was a Gaston beauty and Drum Major for the band. Following graduation from
Gaston High School, she attended Stephen F. Austin where she was a
majorette for the Lumberjack Band and a Stone Fort Beauty. Punkin was
gifted with a beautiful voice and while at Stephen F. Austin, Gussey Nell Davis
and Van Cliburn traveled to her home in Turnertown, Texas and recruited her
to be a member of the Kilgore College Rangerettes and sing when traveling
with the group. She accepted the invitation and transferred to Kilgore College
and traveled with the Rangerettes as a performer and an accomplished
singer. She sang at the opening of the Shamrock Hotel in Houston and also
traveled to New York with the Rangerettes and performed on the Ed Sullivan
Show. She was the model for the original Rangerette Doll.

She completed her junior and senior years at the University of Texas where
she was a member of the Delta Gamma Sorority and a University of Texas
Bluebonnet Beauty for two years. While at the University, she met the love of
her life, Cotton Turner, after he served in the U.S. Army in Counter Intelligence
and while he was attending the University of Texas Law School. They married
in 1954 and spent the first year of marriage in Yellowstone Park, Wyoming



where Cotton was a Yellowstone Park Ranger. Upon returning and receiving
his Doctor of Jurisprudence Degree from University of Texas Law School, they
moved to Tyler, Texas in 1956.

In the 1960 campaign for John Tower senate race of Texas, Punkin was a
member of the Tower Belles, campaigning around the state for John Tower. In
1964 - 1988 she was a member of the Bush Belles, wearing their trademark
red-white-and blue scarves and accompanied George and Barbara Bush in
their campaign efforts throughout the state of Texas.

Punkin loved her Tyler community and friends. She was a member of Marvin
United Methodist Church as well as an active member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution with dedicated service of 50 years. Punkin enjoyed
being a member of the Junior League of Tyler as well as member of the
Women’s Symphony League and the Tyler Art Museum. She was a charter
member and past president of the Marion Wilcox Junior Garden Club, as well
as charter member of the Friday Night Dinner Club, and member of the Deck
Club where she served as President. Punkin enjoyed playing bridge, mahjong,
traveling with friends, and entertaining.

Punkin shared a love for the University of Texas at Tyler with her husband,
Cotton, where they established several endowed scholarships including the
Margaret DeLoach Adams Memorial Scholarship and the Cotton and Punkin
Turner Scholarship.

In addition, they made a gift to fund the Cotton and Punkin Executive
Conference Room which is part of the Engineering dean's administrative suite
in the College of Engineering and were long time supporters of the Cowan
Center.

Punkin is preceded in death by her parents and her husband of 63 years,
William Franklin “Cotton” Turner. She is survived by son, Dr. William Franklin
Turner, Jr. and wife Jody of Tyler; daughter, Carol Turner Woolley and
husband Buddy of Longview; and son, John Samuel Turner of Galveston;
grandchildren, William Turner 111 of Irving, Chloe Turner of Tyler, Hudson
Johnson and wife Bessie of Longview, Lauren Brookshire and husband Wood



of Dallas, Rachel Turner, Cotton Turner, Margaret Turner, and Sam Turner all
of Houston; and great-grandchildren, Kennedy Turner of Houston and Virginia
Ann Brookshire of Dallas.

Punkin was a devoted and loving wife, mother, and grandmother who enjoyed
spending time with her family. She will be remembered by everyone who knew
her as a beautiful and true lady of grace, integrity and style who showed
kindness to all. She along with her husband, Cotton, especially enjoyed
spending time together at their ranch in Robertson County. Theirs was a true
love story. She will be missed greatly by her family.

Many thanks from the family, to her caregivers Carolyn, Diane, Cora, Angie,
Esther and Sophie for their love and devotion as well as the Hospice
providers.

A private family burial service will be held at Rose Hill Cemetery with Reuv.
Gerry Giles officiating under the direction of Stewart Family Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Marvin United Methodist
Church, 300 W. Erwin St., Tyler, Texas 75702 and University of Texas in Tyler,
3900 University Blvd., Tyler, Texas 75799 or the charity of your choice.



Tribute Wall

I’'m so sorry for your loss. | have happy
memories of my childhood days and the
gatherings in Henderson. What a beautiful
person inside and out. God Bless.

Ella Murphy (June Belle’s daughter)

ella Murphy - January 02, 2021 at 04:32 PM
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The Board of Directors of the Gaston Musem wish to extend our
prayers and condolences to the family of Elthedra “Punkin”. She
was a treasured Red Devil alumni and friend. Sincerely Stephanie

Osteen, Director

Stephanie Osteen - December 30, 2020 at 03:30 PM

Ray Hunt lit a candle in memory of Etheldra
Adams "Punkin" Turner

Ray Hunt - December 29, 2020 at 09:15 PM

L+ Esther
Milton Esther Milton lit a candle in memory of

Etheldra Adams "Punkin” Turner

Esther Milton - December 29, 2020 at 08:36 PM
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Esther | will miss her beautiful smile.

Milton
Esther Milton - December 29, 2020 at 08:37 PM

Kurt Hunt lit a candle in memory of Etheldra !

Adams "Punkin" Turner

Kurt Hunt - December 28, 2020 at 10:16 PM

I am so sad .l loved doing her hair and visiting with her I just loved
her so much ,she always made me feel so special. (We always told
each other we loved each other when she got her hair done) | will
miss her very much,

Shirley Schonier - December 28, 2020 at 07:32 PM



