
Dr. George Anderson Hurst
November 3, 1933 - December 10, 2023

Dr. George Anderson Hurst was called home by his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ on December 10, 2023. A pillar of the Tyler medical, civic, and Christian
communities, Dr. Hurst faithfully and selflessly served his God, his family and
his fellow Texans through his talents, wisdom, and loving care. 

 

The son of Presbyterian minister missionaries, George Harvard Hurst and
Hazel Everley Hurst, Dr. Hurst was born November 3, 1933, in the state of
Minas Gerais, Brazil where he spent his childhood with his beloved older
sister Clemmie, learning English and Portuguese. As a young teen, his
parents sent him to America for school and he attended the Darlington School
in Georgia. Dr. Hurst later graduated from Austin College and obtained his
medical degree from UT-Southwestern in Dallas where he also did his internal
medicine residency. He completed fellowships in both pulmonary medicine
and infectious disease. 

 

While in Dallas, Dr. Hurst met and fell in love with Judith O’Connell, originally
from Northern California, who became his bride of 59 years when they
married in 1964. The Hursts moved to Tyler in 1964 when Dr. Hurst took a
clinical director job with the East Texas Chest Hospital. During the early years
of his career as a physician, he worked to bring new treatment techniques and
innovations to the Tyler community. One example is that he put the first
ventilator in Smith County at the time in the trunk of his automobile and took it



to nearby medical facilities to use when able. He worked his way up to be the
Director of the East Texas Chest Hospital and continued to look for ways to
expand its services and reach. 

 

Under the leadership of Dr. Hurst, the East Texas Chest Hospital joined the
University of Texas System in 1977 and officially became The University of
Texas Health Center at Tyler, with an expanded mission that today includes
patient care and community health, medical and health education, and
biomedical and clinical research. Over the next two decades of his leadership,
the UT Health Center continued to expand its clinical offerings, its research
capabilities, and its medical education mission. Even after his much-
celebrated retirement from the UT Health System in 1998, Dr. Hurst continued
to serve, working in clinics throughout East Texas for years. At his death, Dr.
Hurst had the designation “President Emeritus” for the University of Texas
Health Science Center at Tyler, the institution’s current name. 

 

George and Judy Hurst raised their four children in Tyler and attended Fifth
Street Presbyterian Church and later, Grace Community Church and served
as an Elder at both. Outside of his medical and administrator duties, George
Hurst enjoyed reading his Bible, Bible studies, men’s groups, attending
Christian outreach conferences, serving his wife, children and grandchildren
and others, gardening and visiting their home in Colorado. His pastor, Doug
Clark, recently remarked that there was never a subject that they would be
discussing that George would not have at the ready an applicable Bible verse
from memory. One of his favorites was Proverbs 3:5-6. 

 

Dr. Hurst is survived by his wife Judith Hurst, his son Dr. George W. Hurst and
his wife Amy, their two sons Tyler and Thomas, his daughter Kathryn Hurst,
his daughter Mary H. Chaffin and her husband Chris, their three daughters
Abigail, Lauren and Cara, and his son Timothy Hurst and his wife Cecilia and
their two daughters Emma and Rebecca and son Andrew. 



A private burial service was held by the family. A Celebration of Life is
scheduled for Saturday, January 6, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. at Grace Community
Church located on Old Jacksonville Highway in Tyler.
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JAN 6. 11:00 AM (CT)

Grace Community Church
3215 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75701
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Debra Pilcher Blain - December 17, 2023 at 11:49 AM

Mrs. Hurst and the Hurst Family. I'm truly saddened to hear of Dr.
Hurst passing. I had the pleasure of meeting and getting to know Dr
Hurst while working at UT Health Science Center. What a gentle
soul. He accomplishment many things and has improved the health
care for all of East Texas. My deepest sympathy to the entire family.
May you find comfort and peace knowing he's in Heaven and
having the promise of seeing him again on day. Love hugs and
prayers

Tony Maldanado - December 15, 2023 at 10:20 AM

My deepest of sympathy to the Hurst family...I will always remember
his kindness...when i coached Tim in soccer...Dr. Hurst would
always offer his support to me...always letting me know if there was
anything I needed just to ask him...thank you so much for being
there for the team,,,rest in eternal peace with our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

SUSAN BRADLEY - December 14, 2023 at 12:39 PM

I just saw Katie and asked about her parents. I am going to miss
seeing Dr. Hurst in the halls of Grace Community, bible in hand, on
his way to learn about his saviour. Such a humble servant of Jesus,
yet a learned man on so many fronts. My condolences to you, Judy,
and to your whole family. I will be praying for you. But what a joy for
him to be with Jesus. Wow.
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Jeff Levin - December 13, 2023 at 02:50 PM

To Mrs. Hurst and the entire Hurst family - I was so saddened to
hear of the passing of Dr. Hurst. I came to work on the faculty of UT
Health Center in 1988 when Dr. Hurst was Director. He indeed was
a medical pioneer for Northeast Texas and I appreciated his support
and shared interest in the Tyler Asbestos Workers' Program and
asbestos-related occupational diseases. Please accept my
condolences. With deepest sympathy, Jeff Levin


