
Jerry Clyde Parker
April 4, 1942 - November 12, 2024

Services for Jerry Clyde Parker will be held on Saturday November 23, 2024,
at 2:00 at Stewart Family Funeral Home with Dr. David O. Dykes officiating.
Burial will follow at Cathedral in the Pines Cemetery in Tyler, Texas under the
direction of Stewart Family Funeral Home (family only). 

Jerry passed away on November 12, 2024, in Bullard, Texas. He was born
April 04, 1942, in Tyler, Texas, to Clyde Parker and Vida Pierce Parker. He
was a brother to his sister Jill who was born on the same day April 04, 1948,
six years later. Jill Parker McWhorter passed away at the early age of 49.
Jerry loved her dearly and their relationship was as close as ever when she
passed away. The Parker legacy lives on through grandchildren and in names
of remembrance, Mason Clyde Parker and Katherine Jill Parker. 

Jerry came from humble beginnings, the son of two schoolteachers. His father
Clyde was injured as a result of the service in World War II. Many of you may
remember him riding in one of the first motorized wheelchairs to be seen on
the roads and streets in Tyler, Texas. He went to Gary Elementary and Hogg
Junior High. Jerry was an athlete who excelled in High School. He was a part
of the 1959 Robert E. Lee State Championship golf team with teammates TC
Hamilton, Steve Nurse, and Ronnie Rhone. He was also a point guard for the
basketball team. His success earned him a scholarship to Stephen F. Austin
University in both golf and basketball. After his freshman year he would focus



on golf. 
 

He would graduate from SFA and go on to intern at the FBI in Houston while
going to law school at night (South Texas College of Law). Jerry was able to
utilize his father’s GI bill to pay for law school. He would graduate from law
school and become licensed to practice. He took his first job in Tyler at the
District Attorney’s office. He prosecuted for a brief period of time before
leaving to join Martin Sammons and Joe Clayton in private practice. That law
practice would become Sammons & Parker. He practiced law for
approximately 50 years before retiring. He was Board Certified in Personal
Injury Trial Law and was probably one of the greatest “rain makers” that this
area has ever seen in regard to his insurance defense practice. Sammons &
Parker was well known in the legal industry both locally and statewide for
many years. He enjoyed many partners through the years on the road to
success. He was proud to practice law and be partners with his two sons, J.
Chad Parker and Todd Parker at the end of his career. 

 

Jerry was a member of Green Acres Baptist Church for many years. He loved
the Lord and he loved fellowship with members at Green Acres as well as
other churches including Bullard Southern and First Baptist in Bullard. He was
affectionately known as “JC” by his many friends, golf partners, and other
people who generally migrated to his enthusiastic personality. He loved
laughing, joking, and generally being “pumped up” about things that were
important to him. One of the most important things to him in his life were his
grandchildren. He and his wife Linda Parker went to more sporting events for
their grandchildren than anyone that you’ve ever met. Jerry and Linda never
missed an event and if there were two going on at the same time, they would
agree to split up so that the grandkids would always know that someone was
present. 

Golf was a big part of his life for many years into the future, including the



friendships he developed at Willow Brook Country Club, a place he had
played since he was a young boy. It’s been said that he had one of the
“prettiest” golf swings around. The putter often eluded him. He wanted his
sons to have every opportunity he did not have. He spent most of his life
working as hard as he could to provide for his family and create opportunities
and advancement. He epitomized what every father should aspire to be. His
boys were glad that he was their father. His boys respected and loved him. 

 

Jerry was preceded in death by Clyde E. Parker (father), Jill Parker
McWhorter (sister) and Vida Pierce Parker (mother). He is survived by his
loving family including his loving wife and most loyal friend, Linda Barfield
Parker; his children, J. Chad Parker and wife Rebecca Parker, Todd Parker
and wife Lana Parker; grandchildren, Jake Parker, Mason Parker, Zach
Parker, Rhett Parker, and Kate Parker; nieces and nephews, Stephanie
Demopulos, Lisa Ransleben, David Wharton, Alan Wharton, Laci Moffitt, and
Kara Wharton, Robert McWhoter, brother in law Arnold Wharton and sister in
laws Julia Wharton and Sherry Barfield. 

Visitation is scheduled from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. on Friday, November 22, 2024,
at Stewart Family Funeral Home, 7525 Old Jacksonville Highway in Tyler,
Texas. Funeral Services will be on Saturday, November 23, 2024, at 2:00
p.m., followed by burial (family only). 

 

The family would appreciate any memorials be a donation to PATH in the
name of Jerry Parker. (www.pathhelps.org)



Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 22. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 581-2008

Service

NOV 23. 2:00 PM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 581-2008



Tribute Wall
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Stewart Family Funeral Home - November 23, 2024 at 05:01 PM

Stewart Family Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of
Jerry Clyde Parker

Stewart Family Funeral Home - November 20, 2024 at 08:04 PM

Stewart Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Jerry Clyde Parker

Hollie Hillis Ober - December 02, 2024 at 11:06 AM

Our condolences from the Hillis Family. We are all thinking of Jerry
and all the stories we've heard over the years of Jerry and Steve's
shared childhood in Tyler.
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John Price - November 22, 2024 at 07:42 PM

Mr Parker was bigger than life. He owned the room whenever he
went. He was always so gracious to me, my father, and my family.
He will be missed.

November 22, 2024 at 07:35 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Jerry Clyde Parker.

November 22, 2024 at 07:35 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

November 22, 2024 at 06:59 PM

Heavenly Heights Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

November 22, 2024 at 06:59 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Jerry Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1432&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1432&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 22, 2024 at 06:15 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

Shawnte’ & Scott Shaver - November 22, 2024 at 03:05 PM

Shawnte’ & Scott Shaver planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Jerry Clyde
Parker.

Shawnte’ & Scott Shaver - November 22, 2024 at 03:05 PM

Shawnte’ & Scott Shaver purchased the Basket o
f Memories for the family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

November 22, 2024 at 09:02 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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G. A. Walters - November 21, 2024 at 10:17 AM

Jerry was a year behind me in Tyler schools, but it seems that I
knew him all of my life. Great person, good friend and great Father
and Grandfather. RIP Jerry.

November 21, 2024 at 09:03 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Jerry Clyde Parker.

November 20, 2024 at 06:26 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Jerry Clyde Parker.

November 20, 2024 at 06:26 PM

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of
Jerry Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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The Thedford' s Don, Donnie & Brian - November 20, 2024 at
05:27 PM

The Thedford' s Don, Donnie & Brian purchased
the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of
Jerry Clyde Parker.

Stewart Family Funeral Home - November 20, 2024 at 02:34 PM

129 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bill and Barbara Kay Davis - November 19, 2024 at 04:36 PM

Bill and Barbara Kay Davis purchased the Enduri
ng Grace for the family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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The Owen family. Curtis,Mary and Spencer - November 18, 2024 at 05:42 PM

The Owen family. Curtis,Mary and Spencer planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Jerry Clyde Parker.

The Owen family. Curtis,Mary and Spencer - November 18,
2024 at 05:42 PM

The Owen family. Curtis,Mary and Spencer
purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the
family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

Daryl Derryberry, Craig Zips & Staff - November 18, 2024 at 12:00 PM

Daryl Derryberry, Craig Zips & Staff planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Jerry Clyde Parker.

Daryl Derryberry, Craig Zips & Staff - November 18, 2024 at
12:00 PM

Daryl Derryberry, Craig Zips & Staff purchased
the Pink Tribute Spray for the family of Jerry
Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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brian fleming - November 17, 2024 at 08:10 AM

So many memories growing up on Downing! Rest in peace Mr.
Parker! Prayers to you all.

Caitlin Fechner - November 15, 2024 at 09:20 PM

He was always so kind to my family and my Granddaddy loved him
very much! 
-Caitlin Sammons

Sheryl Miller - November 15, 2024 at 08:38 PM

May he rest in peace. 
  

Deepest Sympathy 
 Sheryl Miller
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Sheryl Miller - November 15, 2024 at 08:31 PM

I remember Jerry from functions at Hollytree. He was always a
gentleman and had the biggest smile that lit up a room. He was
always joking and laughing. JC was a family man and loved them
all. 
 
I remember when my husband Jack took their golf group all to
Scotland for golf. They first went to Saint Andrews to play the Old
Course for a few days and stayed at The Old Course Hotel. They
had so much fun. 
 
I know life is hard to loose a loved one so dear to your hearts but
you have wonderful memories to carry you through. I pray you find
comfort with all the love he gave you. 
 
I pray he is walking with the Lord hand in hand and has peace.
Please except my sincere condolences. Peace be with you. 
 
Deepest Sympathy 
Sheryl B. Miller

Carol Starkey - November 15, 2024 at 04:47 PM

Mr Parker was a good man, every time he came in to my work he
looked for me and made my day!
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Mike Taliaferro - November 15, 2024 at 03:54 PM

Mike Taliaferro lit a candle in memory of Jerry
Clyde Parker

Threlkeld & Company Family - November 15, 2024 at 09:59
AM

Threlkeld & Company Family purchased the Sim
ply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Jerry
Clyde Parker.

Sally Reed - November 15, 2024 at 09:43 AM

I’m so sorry for the loss of Jerry. He was a good friend and at one
time he was our attorney. I was always encouraged by seeing and
talking with him at church. I know he will be missed and I pray for
your comfort and strength in the days ahead.

November 15, 2024 at 08:58 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Jerry Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 15, 2024 at 08:58 AM

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the
family of Jerry Clyde Parker.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4324&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

