
Jimmy Meredith Ritchie
November 7, 1947 - December 12, 2020

Mr. Jimmy Meredith Ritchie went to his heavenly home on December 12,
2020. Services will be held on December 16, 2020 at 2:00 pm in the chapel of
Stewart Family Funeral Home in Tyler with Reverend Kim Beckham officiating.
Burial will be at Whitehouse Cemetery. 

 Jimmy was born November 7, 1947 to James Ritchie and Jackie Armstrong
Rawlins. He was preceded in death by his parents, wife of 49+ years, Debra
Clark Ritchie, and son, Micheal Ritchie. He is survived by two children, Christy
Herring of Tyler and Bobby Smotherman and wife, Dana of Winona; brother,
Rick Ritchie of San Antonio; six grandchildren, Cayley Hendrick, Colton
Hendrick, Chandler Herring, Mackenna Thorn, Lindsey Smotherman and
Easton Smotherman. He also has one great-grandson, Cayson Moody; a
niece, D-Ann Black of Troup; and one great-niece, Madison Whitton of Troup.
Jimmy leaves behind two sisters-in-law, Mary Baldree and husband, Bill, of
Tyler, Dana Nichols and husband, Alan, of Tyler, and one brother-in-law, Jeff
Clark and Donna Tharpe of Whitehouse; and numerous nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends. 

 After graduating from Robert E. Lee High School in Tyler, he served in the
United States Army from August 1967 until March 1970, serving in Vietnam.
Upon being honorably discharged from the Army, Jimmy received an
Associate’s Degree from Tyler Junior College. Jimmy was active in coaching
sports during the years that his children played and carried that love of sports
into retirement when he became a referee for volleyball and soccer games. 



After retiring from the United States Postal Service in 2005, after more than 30
years of service, he went to work at Caldwell Zoo because he enjoyed being
around people and loved to be of service to them. He attended every game
possible when his children and grandchildren were involved. Jimmy was
active in church for most of his life, and was an ordained deacon. He was a
member of Central Baptist Church of Tyler. 

 Serving as pallbearers are: Corey Shaw, Bobby Smotherman, Orry Jones, Bill
Baldree, Chris McGill, Larry Wheeler, Johnny Vess, Joe Wynne and Alan
Nichols. 

 In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to Philadelphia
Blessing Food Pantry in Whitehouse, Texas, c/o Tyler Metro Church, P.O. Box
131510, Tyler, Texas, 75713.



Previous Events

Service

DEC 16. 2:00 PM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703
(903) 581-2008



Tribute Wall

Stewart Family Funeral Home - December 16, 2020 at 02:50 PM

Stewart Family Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of
Jimmy Meredith Ritchie

J7
Joan Smith Class of 71 - December 16, 2020 at 03:54 PM

Prayers are with the family. 
 Thanks for sharing on line

JT
John, Tanya, Josh, Amy, & TJ Thibodeaux - December 16, 2020 at 04:25
PM

Such true and beautiful words spoken here today.

Stewart Family Funeral Home - December 14, 2020 at 04:10 PM

Stewart Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Jimmy Meredith Ritchie
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Kelley Uzzell - December 17, 2020 at 11:01 PM

Kelley Uzzell lit a candle in memory of Jimmy
Meredith Ritchie

Dana W. Adams - December 17, 2020 at 12:02 AM

Jimmy was a good, fair man and a superb soccer referee. Peace to
you my friend.

Philip Rawlins - December 16, 2020 at 09:16 AM

Philip Rawlins lit a candle in memory of
Jimmy Meredith Ritchie

December 15, 2020 at 10:16 AM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Jimmy Meredith Ritchie.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Yyuvone Heidelberger - December 14, 2020 at 04:28 PM

Jimmy was a kind man. Quiet, but funny and opinionated when
necessary. Jimmy accompanied Debra and I on several trips to San
Antonio, probably trying to keep us out of trouble. He loved Popeyes
Chicken and we were always willing to oblige his requests to stop
there for him. Jimmy ran the sound for many years at Gateway. He
and I shared some great conversations before services. He was
always willing to help whenever needed, even if he knew it might
end poorly. We will all miss Jimmy terribly but know he is in his
rightful place, with Jesus, Debra, Michael and so many others! We
will see you again in your heavenly home!
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Nita - December 14, 2020 at 11:45 PM

Jimmy and Paul were childhood buddies. I’m sure they’re reliving the
antics. Betcha Paul had a few activities to for them to overcome.

Stewart Family Funeral Home - December 14, 2020 at 04:10 PM

70 files added to the album LifeTributes


