Dr. Rita Bryant Turner

April 13, 1928 - April 27, 2021

A memorial service for Rita Bryant Turner, Ed.D., will be held Monday, May 3,
2021, at 10 a.m. at Green Acres Baptist Church Chapel with Dr. Darryle
Dunks officiating. Burial in Oakwood Cemetery, Jefferson, Texas, will precede
the service. Visitation will follow the service.

Rita was born April 13, 1928 in Alexandria, Louisiana, to Willie Clarence and
Minnie Ferrell Storie. She went to her heavenly home April 27, 2021.

Because her father was an oil field worker, the family lived briefly in East
Texas during the oil boom. In 1933 they moved to Mentone in Loving County.
Rita delighted in telling that it is now the least-inhabited county in “the lower
48” and the only Texas county without a school.

From 1938 until their move to Marion County in 1943, the family lived in
Wichita County. In 1944 she graduated from Jefferson High School at the top
of her class. She received a B. S. degree from East Texas Baptist College
(now ETBU) in 1948, M.Ed. From East Texas State College (now Texas A &
M, Commerce) in 1953, and Ed.D. from (now) University of North Texas in
1975.

Her career was in education. She taught at Waskom High School and in
elementary schools in Marshall and Tyler. During summers, she taught at the



University of Tennessee, Pan American University, and in a Harvard graduate
program. She was an elementary consultant for Tyler ISD for six years and
was the first white supervisor in the Black schools. She organized the
system’s media program.

While an instructor at East Texas State (1967-72), Rita led in establishing the
first reading conference. She also developed a program that was credited as
the basis for the teacher-aide program in Texas schools.

She said that she belonged to every professional organization and helped
organize others. She was Pres. of the TX Assn. for Supervision and
Curriculum Development and a founding member of the TX. Assn. of the
Gifted. Her summer camps for gifted learners were a first in the state.

For three years she worked with Partners in Career Ed to develop a state plan
for vocational education. Her career-ed dissertation was cited as the best in
the nation by the NEA, and the US Office of Education commissioned her to
survey all career-ed programs in the country.

When the campus for TX Eastern University opened in 1976, Rita joined the
faculty. After a name change, the school became The University of Texas at
Tyler. In 1988 she retired from there as a Professor of Education.

Rita accepted Christ as a child. She attended Tyler’s First Baptist Church
(1957-67) and later Green Acres Baptist Church where she was the projects
chairman of the Care and Share Class for twenty-five years. Recently she
belonged to the Dorcas Class. She also attended services at Marvin
Methodist Church and belonged to the Guild Circle.

Rita was preceded in death by her parents, husband Austin P. Turner, ex-
husband Don C. Bryant, brother Harold Storie, and sister-in-law Edith Storie.



She is survived by her daughter Donna Kay “Katie” Bryant of Cimarron, NM;
her brother John Storie of Bentonville, AR; her niece, Ann Karro (Dennis) of
Seattle, WA; and grandchildren-by-choice: Jennifer and Mark Dickson of Tyler
and Bradley and Stefani Newberry and their sons of Dallas.

In recent years, loving support was provided by wonderful friends Vickie
Johnson, Mavita Markle, Dr. Beverly Rodgers, and many others.

Though she loved flowers, Rita’s preference for memorials, for those who
might wish to do so, would be gifts to her favorite causes, Meals on Wheels

and The Salvation Army.

For anyone attending the service, masks are encouraged.
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Memorial Service

MAY 3. 10:00 AM (CT)

Green Acres Baptist Church
1607 Troup Hwy
Tyler, TX 75701

Visitation Following Service

MAY 3 (CT)
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1607 Troup Hwy.
Tyler, TX 75701



Tribute Wall

i Stewart Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
STEWART Dr. Rita Bryant Turner
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Stewart Family Funeral Home - April 30, 2021 at 11:08 AM

Remarkable woman!

Karen/Tom Parrish - May 01, 2021 at 12:06 PM

We were blessed by having time with Rita. What a wonderful lady.

Don and Jan Dickson - May 02, 2021 at 10:29 AM

| joined the Reading Faculty at the university when Rita was there.... sO
many wonderful memories of Rita....highly respected among her

students and faculty!

Suzanne Brians - May 03, 2021 at 07:44 AM

One of my favorite professors.

Kay Green - May 03, 2021 at 02:17 PM

I will miss you my sweet friend and the adventures we went on. My life
was so blessed because you were in it.

Karen Baker - May 03, 2021 at 02:52 PM



My all time favorite professor.

julie copeland - May 03, 2021 at 06:47 PM

Katie, So sorry to hear of Rita's passing away. She was my 5th grade
teacher at Bell Elementary and we still had visits at my office until a
couple of years ago. She was always one of my favorite teachers and it
was such a blessing to see her after all these years.

Robert "Bobby" Hahn
Dallas

Robert Hahn - May 03, 2021 at 07:40 PM

Worked with Rita at UY Tyler. She was a fine lady.Dr. Don Garrison

Don Garrson - May 06, 2021 at 11:27 AM

Rita was a remarkable woman of faith and educational expertise.
She lived each day as His instrument of peace, passion, and
kindness. Rita was my mentor at the state project, Partners in
Career Education. | learned everyday from Rita’s professional
sharing and her personal example. God blessed my life by having
dearest Rita cross my path.

Marie Dooley - August 27, 2021 at 10:05 PM

Katie,

Rita was a wonderful longtime family friend and fellow educator to
our family. She was extremely bright, could write eloquently, and
always saw the best in all her acquaintances.

Blessings,

Lynette McGregor and Lynda Anderson

Lynette McGregor - May 08, 2021 at 12:08 PM
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60 files added to the album LifeTributes

Stewart Family Funeral Home - April 30, 2021 at 11:00 AM

What a privilege to have known this precious
lady ... even for the short time we knew her in
Seekers Class, Green Acres Baptist Church.
She is dearly missed. Please know Miss
Rita's family will remain in our prayers.
Blessings,

The Ogdens

April Ogden - April 29, 2021 at 07:09 PM




