Wayne Shay

March 12, 1940 - July 29, 2023

Wayne Shay, 83, passed away on Saturday, July 29, 2023 in Tyler. He was
born on March 12, 1940 in Jacksonville, lllinois to John and Virginia Shay who
preceded him in death. He is survived by the love of his life, wife Donna
(Thomas) Shay of Tyler.

He was preceded in death by his nephew, Nick Shay. Wayne’s large family will
miss him terribly. He is survived by his brother, Ron Shay (wife Lynne) of
North Carolina as well as his children, Andy Shay of Maryland, Karin Shay
(husband Dave Warman) of Tyler, Kevin Shay of Missouri, Sherry (Shay)
Mudge of Galveston, and Tammi (Loggins) Long (husband Bobby) of
Whitehouse. He was loved and admired by his ten grandchildren, nine great-
grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren. Wayne is also survived by
his sister-in-law, Debbie (Thomas) Cagle (husband Kenny) of Henderson.

When he was in third grade, Wayne’s teacher was unhappy that he did not
finish an assignment. He told her, “I don’t need to learn that, I'm going to be a
builder.” After many years of taking things apart and putting them back
together, he formed Wayne Shay Builder and spent decades doing what he
loved as he became a respected custom builder and developer.

As a private pilot, Wayne was always working on his planes to improve their
performance. He needed to understand every piece and how it worked. With a



passion for refurbishing classic cars, Wayne built a custom shop filled with the
tools necessary to lovingly restore his cars with the precision required to win
awards at car shows.

An avid skier, Wayne once took several of his grandchildren on the slopes and
showed them how it is done as they worked hard, but failed to keep up. His
grandchildren remember family Thanksgiving celebrations that included hide
and seek in the dark (he made sure everyone had a personalized flashlight),
line dancing, a ‘no-talent’ show, and other activities. He loved to complete and
frame large puzzles and passed that activity on to his children and
grandchildren. Gardening was another of his passions and his yard was filled
with beautiful plants and flowers. Wayne and Donna spent many vacations in
their later years traveling the country in their motor coach.

A member of Green Acres Baptist Church, Wayne attended the Building
Bridges Sunday School class.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, August 5, 2023 from 10-11 a.m. at Stewart
Family Funeral Home on OId Jacksonville Highway in Tyler. A memorial
service will be held at 11 a.m. immediately following visitation. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests that donations be made to The Alzheimer Alliance
of Smith County, 3531 S. Broadway Ave., Tyler, TX 75701 (www.alzalliance.or
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Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 5. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703

(903) 581-2008

Memorial Service

AUG 5. 11:00 AM (CT)

Stewart Family Funeral Home
7525 Old Jacksonville Hwy
Tyler, TX 75703

(903) 581-2008



Tribute Wall

%ﬁ Stewart Family Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
SIEWARL Wayne Shay

Stewart Family Funeral Home - August 02, 2023 at 05:59 PM

%ﬁ) 160 files added to the album LifeTributes
STEWART

FAMILY PLINIRAL bl

Stewart Family Funeral Home - August 02, 2023 at 05:56 PM

Melanie Lane lit a candle in memory of [

Wayne Shay
'u

Melanie Lane - August 01, 2023 at 11:46 AM



Dearest Donna,
So very sorry for your loss. He was such a nice person and | know this

is a sad time.

Donna Rayborn - August 04, 2023 at 07:03 PM

The Don Weber family. purchased the Fairest of
All for the family of Wayne Shay.

The Don Weber family. - August 01, 2023 at 11:43 AM

The Don Weber family. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Wayne Shay.

The Don Weber family. - August 01, 2023 at 11:43 AM

Wayne was always a gentleman and always my friend. | helped
Wayne in the building business for many years. We had an interest
together as old cars and that situation together. Wayne will be
dearly missed. | will miss Wayne we were friends for over 30 plus
years. My thoughts and prayers are with the family especially
Donna RIP Wayne. Love Doug dotson

doug dotson - July 31, 2023 at 06:01 PM


https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Donna, my sympathy to you and your family. | worked with Wayne
back in the 80’s and ‘90 while he was building homes through Tyler
Savings & Loan at that time. He was always so friendly and easy to
work with. Remembering when you came into his life, he was so
excited at meeting you. | knew you before when we were younger
and so glad the two of you came together.

Pat Towles Gilbert, LaRue, Tx

Pat Towles Gilbert - July 31, 2023 at 10:05 AM

Wayne always had a great smile to greet you. What a talented guy. |

was amazed at his many talents, RIP my friend,

Jeff Jones - July 30, 2023 at 11:28 PM



