
William C. Wright
February 28, 1944 - October 26, 2014

A memorial service for William C. “Bill” Wright, 70, will be held on Thursday,
October 30, 2014 at 2:00PM at Stewart Family Funeral Home, 7525 Old
Jacksonville Highway, Tyler. Tributes to Bill’s well lived, honorable life will be
given by George Barron, Bishop David Azenabor of Nigeria, Jim Hahn of
Trinity Fellowship Church, Judge Cynthia Kent, and Judge Sam Griffith. 

 Bill passed from this life Sunday, October 26, 2014, at Hospice in Tyler and is
now resting in the arms of his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He was born on
February 18, 1944 in Commerce, Texas. 

 He graduated from Commerce High School in 1962 where he was on the
football and basketball teams. Bill graduated from East Texas State University
(now Texas A&M University at Commerce) in 1966, and was a member of
Sigma Chi Fraternity. He then attended Baylor Law School, graduating in
1969. 

 Bill began his legal career in Orange, Texas as an assistant district attorney in
1970, then was appointed District Attorney until 1977. Thereafter he went into
private practice for 3 years before he was elected District Attorney of Orange
County. He served as District Attorney until 1984. Orange County attorneys
fondly remember Bill’s tenure for his honorable demeanor, for a nurturing,
encouraging management style, and for eschewing the limelight, while always
seeking to ensure that true justice prevailed. In one high profile case, a
prominent Texas State Senator was appointed as the special prosecutor. The
special prosecutor succeeded in getting a conviction and a lengthy prison



sentence. Later, evidence clearly exonerating the defendant was discovered.
Bill, in the face of withering criticism, filed a Motion for New Trial to permit
justice to be done. In light of the new evidence, the case was eventually
dismissed, and an innocent person was freed from prison. 

 Bill encouraged every lawyer on his staff at the Orange County District
Attorney’s office to “grow to be the best prosecutor they could be.” George
Barron, a highly esteemed Orange County trial attorney, described Bill as a
“man of integrity” in the office. 
He and his family later moved to Tyler, where he was a noted criminal defense
trial lawyer. He was lead counsel on a number of prominent trials during the
1990’s and early 2000, until a stroke ended his legal career in 2006. 

 Bill was a member of the State Bar of Texas and the Smith County Bar
Association. He taught Sunday school for many years. He loved traveling and
spending time with his family, fishing, and studying the Bible. He also loved
visiting with his friends and helping others. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents Claude Wright and Jean Skeen
Wright. Bill is survived by his wife, Brenda Wright of Tyler; his son, Christopher
Wright, and his daughter, Sarah Wright, both of Houston; and their mother
Mary Ellen Wright; one grandchild, Taryn Wright; and his brother and sister-in-
law, Bob and Ebelina Wright of Luling; and many dear friends. 

 If desired, donations may be made to The Good Shepherd R.T.C., 23538
Coons Road, Tomball, Texas, 77377; or the charity of your choice.
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Karen Groom - October 30, 2014 at 11:22 AM

Bill and Brenda lit up the room every time they walked into our
clinic. They became good friends of ours. Their relationship and
faith is an inspiration to us all. 

 Brenda said that Bills job was to listen and laugh at Brenda, and his
smiles were never ending! 
Job well done Bill. 
Your are forever in our hearts!!! 

  
East Texas Family Chiropractic and Acupuncture 

 Karen Groom and Ben Wilson

Steven & Camilla Charles - October 30, 2014 at 10:46 AM

Bill was an encourager. We remember to this day his kind words of
affirmation to us as young ministers. The season that we were in the
same church family holds many precious memories. 
Pastor Steven & Camilla Charles / Bethesda Church of Lindale

October 29, 2014 at 07:13 PM

Quiet Expressions was purchased for the family
of William C. Wright.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3016&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3016&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 29, 2014 at 06:21 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William C. Wright.

Sarah Wright - October 29, 2014 at 01:17 PM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

October 29, 2014 at 11:07 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of William C. Wright.

October 28, 2014 at 11:55 AM

Splendid Orchids was purchased for the family of
William C. Wright.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1477&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1477&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Carl Shine - October 27, 2014 at 10:48 PM

I will always remember the GREAT times
fishing with Bill. GREAT MAN

 Carl Shine

Charlotte and Joe Alford - October 27, 2014 at 04:53 PM

Charlotte and Joe Alford purchased the Splendid
Orchids for the family of William C. Wright.

https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1477&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1477&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewartfamilyfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1477&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

